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Value labels icon

To set the missing data value, make sure you are in the Variable View and click on the column labelled 

‘Missing’ for the variable you want to define missing values for. Then click on the small button on the 

right of the cell to activate the missing values dialog box which you can see in Figure 3.14. This box can 

appear quite complex, because there are three ways of setting missing vales. To set a number as a missing 

value label, click on the radio button next to ‘Discrete missing values’. Then you can select up to three 

discrete single numbers to represent missing values. This is clever because you can then have different 

‘types’ of missing data represented by different numbers, which can act as reminders to you in later 
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